MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

mended him to Charles Martel,1 and finally, in 732, Gregory HI
consecrated him archbishop, authorizing him to appoint bishops
himself in the regions which he conquered for Christ.

Thus, while the Emperor was shutting Rome offffom the East,
the mission of Boniface afforded her die prospect of advancing
into those extremas occidentis regiones whose conversion had already
been envisaged by Gregory II. This great missionary, who extended
over Germany the authority of the Pope of Rome, was at the same
time, by the force of circumstances, the proteg6 of that very
Charles Martel who plundered and despoiled the Church and
confiscated its estates in order to provide fiefs for his vassals. How
could the Pope, whose position in Italy was so distressing, avoid
appealing to this all-powerful protector of Saint Boniface? In 738
Boniface returned once more to Rome, where he remained for
about a year. We may be sure that he discussed other matters with
Gregory III besides the organization of the German Church, and
we must suppose that he advised the Pope to seek support from
Charles Martel, for in 739 the Pope entered into communication
with the omnipotent master of die Occident. He sent Charles his
great "decoration," the keys of the sepulchre of Saint Peter, and
offered, in return for his protection against the Lombards, to
abandon the Emperor.2

But Charles was in no position to quarrel with the King of the
Lombards, who had just undertaken on his behalf an expedition
against the Saracens in Provence. He therefore confined himself to
sending Gregory an embassy, which had instructions to promise
the Pope assistance; but this help never arrived.3

In 741 Gregory IE, Charles Martel, and the Emperor Leo ffl
died about the same time. The first was succeeded by Zaccharias,
the second by Pippin, and the third by Constantine V Copronymus
(741-775), who was a fanatical Iconoclast,

Fleeing from religious persecution, 50,000 Greek monks took
refuge in Rome, infuriated with the Emperor who had banished
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